Glycoaffinity chromatography and biological recognition.
The potential of bioaffinity chromatography as a tool for study of biological recognition mechanisms is gaining increasing recognition. Biochromatographic methods allow the separation of proteins according to both the structure of their polypeptidic chain and their post-translational modifications. Among the various post-translational modifications which proteins undergo, glycosylation has conducted to the development of original methods (glycotechnologies). This review discusses the applications of glycotechnologies in bioaffinity chromatography, and particularly the use of biochromatography to elucidate mechanisms involved in glycobiology.